
Updated 8.13.2020 

School Protocol for Symptomatic or Positive COVID-19 Student or Staff 

 

 
Student or Staff Person is Symptomatic 

Fever, cough, shortness of breath, fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, new loss 
of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html 

 

 
Isolate and send home immediately. 

Inform student or staff they must seek 
medical attention and must have provider 
note and negative COVID-19 test before 

returning. 

Student or staff persons has note from a 
medical provider and negative COVID-19 

test as well as resolution of symptoms. 

Allow student or staff to return. 

Student or staff test positive 
for COVID-19. 

Local Health Department (LHD) contacts 
student, parent, or staff to perform case 

investigation and contact tracing. Contact 
tracing begins 48 hours prior to the start of 

symptoms or the day of the test for an 
asymptomatic person. LHD will notify 
school for collaboration with contact 
tracing. LHD identifies, manages and 

releases all isolations as well as 
quarantines. 

Positive student or staff will be isolated for 
a minimum of 10 days from start of 
symptoms or test date if asymptomatic. All 
releases from isolation are managed by the 
LHD to include return to work in 
accordance with most recent NYS and 
CDC guidance.  

 

 

Contacts to positive case may return to 
school after 14 day quarantine period as 

approved by LHD. 

*see flowchart for quarantined 
asymptomatic essential worker return 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html


Updated 8.13.2020 

School Protocol for Asymptomatic Quarantined Student or Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Student or Staff is Asymptomatic 
Student or Staff answers yes to one of the following health questions in the health screening: 

a)  Knowingly been in close or proximate contact in the past 14 days with anyone who has tested positive through 
a diagnostic test for COVID 19 or who has or had symptoms of COVID-19; 

b) Has traveled internationally or from a state with widespread community transmissions of the COVID per the 
NYS Travel Advisory in the past 14 days https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Student will be quarantined for 14 days or 
until released by the LHD. 

Allow student to return to school after 14 
day quarantine period or released by LHD. 

District determines essential worker 
NYSCHS - https://bit.ly/3iE7uWd  

Staff will be quarantined for 14 days with work 
permissions. To return to work the individual 
must comply with the NYSDOH Essential 
Worker Guidance https://on.ny.gov/2XX8OLX 
to include at minimum: 
• Direct commute to and from work 
• Wearing an acceptable face covering at all 

times 
• Take temperature twice a day to ensure it 

is below 100.0°F 

STUDENT STAFF 

Essential 
Worker 

Non-Essential 
Worker 

Staff will be 
quarantined for 14 days 
or until released by the 

LHD and will not 
return to work until 

that time. 

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://bit.ly/3iE7uWd
https://on.ny.gov/2XX8OLX
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